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Urban art is gaining the affection of citizens and institutions, however conservation initiatives on artworks 

located in public spaces are limited because of the absence of operational protocols and academic programs 

in the conservation and restoration of urban art. Moreover, both ethical and practical issues must be taken 

into account: on the one hand, although urban artworks often assumed a value for the community, they may 

be considered ephemeral by their own authors; on the other hand, the heterogeneity of the constituent 

materials exposed to outdoor environment makes the topic particularly challenging. 

Conservation of Art in Public Spaces (CAPuS) is an Erasmus+ Knowledge Alliance Project and has established 

an international alliance between manufacturers, restorers, universities and research centres to effectively 

contribute to the conservation of urban art. The partners involved in the research project come from 

different countries in Europe: Italy, Spain, Germany, Poland, Croatia. 

The two main goals of the CAPuS project are: 

− the development of guidelines for the protection and the conservation of urban art; 

− the introduction of an innovative training module in higher education institutions. 

The project featured an initial phase of structured dialogue and interviews to the artists in order to outline 

the socio-cultural context of the artworks and to get information about method and techniques of execution. 

A second phase followed, consisting in the identification of the chemical composition of constituent materials 

by means of a multi-analytical approach. Selected products (e.g. for consolidation or cleaning) were tested 

on mock-ups, together with a study of the chemical aging of some of the outdoor and spray paints used by 

the artists, the identification of the main degradation processes and their visible effects. 

Thus, the CAPuS project will allow the development of a conservation methodology and guidelines, whose 

dissemination will be accomplished thanks to the implementation of an academic training module and an e-

learning module. 
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